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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

WASHINGTON; D. C, 20408 .
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'.;Mz}o;\s'-'y'BMM Wi vale D500 warch 2, 1987

GSA BULLETIN FPMR g- 49
UTILIZATION AND DISPOSAL

Toé' Heads of Fedetal-agencies

'SUBJECT:_ Reporting requirements for foreign gifts ang
. decorations :

1.  Purpose. This bulletin announces a change in the minimal

‘'value requirement fOr‘reporting gifts received from foreign
governments by Unjiteg States employees andg requests agencies to
advise employees of the change. .

- 2. ~Expiration date. This bulletin expires December 31, 1989,

3. Background. FPMR 101-49 governs the receipt andg retention of
gifts from foreign governments by employees of the Unitegd States
. .Government ang contains a minimal value criterion for mandatory
- reporting of the gifts., :

4. General. 'Effective January 1, 1987, the minimal value is

increa The Foreign Gifts ang Decorations act of 1966
(5 U.s.c. 7342) requires that the minimal value be redefined P
}_ . évery 3 years to reflect changes in the consumer price index. : i

S. Agency action. Employing agencies are required by Public Law , o
95~105 and the implementihg fegulations in FpNR 101-49 to report : D
to GSA for disposition foreign giftsg valued at over $180 that are v P
not returned to the donor or retained for Official use,. Agencies = . L
-~ are requested to ensure that all employees are aware of the
foreign gift acceptance and retention,restrictions, the reporting .
5requirements contained in FPMR 101-49, ang employing agency
regulations. - S '

< 6. GSa assistance. Additional-information may be obtained by
writing to the General Services Administration, Federal Supply

. Service, Property Management Division (FBP), Washington, pC

20406, or by calling FTs 557-1240 or Ccommercial 703-557~1240.

T mnabAR At o

7. cancellation. GSA Bulletin FPMR H-41, dated August 3, 1984,
is cancelegq. . _ o L

By delegation of the Commissioner,

WILLIAM B. FOOTE
Assistant Commissioner for
Policy and Agency Liaison
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‘U.S. Department of State |

DEPARTMENT NOTICE

April 27, 1984

TO ALL EMPLOYEES
STATE

ACCEPTANCE OF FOREIGN -GIFTS:
REDEFINITION OF "MINIMAL VALUE"

. Employees' attention is invited to an amendment of the regulations

- implementing P.L,. 95-105, the Foreign Gifts and Decorations Act of 1966,
which redefines "minimal value". The amendment, effective March 28, 1984,
raises minimal value from $140 to $165.

Earlier regulations promulgated on August 17, 1977, provided that
"on January 1, 1981, and at 3-year intervals thereafter, "minimal value"
shall be redefined in regulations prescribed by the Administrator of .
General Services, in consultation with the Secretary of State, to reflect
- changes in the consumer price index for the immediately preceding 3-year
period . ., . % A redefinition which occurred on October 20, 1981, and
is now outdated, provided for raising minimal value from $100 to $140.

A United States Government employee (including the employee's spouse
and dependents) is prohibited from requesting or otherwise encouraging
the tender of a gift or decoration from a foreign government. Further-

gift tendered by a foreign government if it has a retail value in the
United States of more than $165. Unsolicited gifts of minimal value
tendered as a souvenir or mark of courtesy may be accepted and retained.
Employees are reminded, hevertheless, that they must be aware of the
standards of conduct regulations contained in 22 CFR, Part 10, with

gifts, whether_orvnot from a foreign government source. Offices within _
the Department and the Foreign Service have, in some cases, more stringent
limitations on the receipt of gifts and decorations by employees. '

cause offense or embarrassment or otherwise adversely affect the foreign
relations of the United States. Such gifts become the property of the

- United States and must be reportéd to the Office of Protocol within

60 days of acceptance. Noncompliance can result in a civil action.
Forms for the reporting and surrender of gifts are available from the
Office of Protocol, extension 0907. , :

As in the past, approval for the retention of foreign gifts for
official use at a designated. location in the employing agency or at a
specified.Foreign Service post, i.e., those of more than minimal value,
rust be requested through the Office of Protocol. Further, approval of
acceptance and retention of foreign decorations must be requested
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_ I have alreadvy preliminarily checked on
STAT this with| , Employee Benefits
and Services/OP, and he advises that this can't
be done. Money must be turned into finance
officer and then to Treasury Department.

Please take any other action necessary
and prepare response for DDA review by
tomorrow. Thanks. '

tt.
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